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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1.-20. (Canceled) 

21. (Currently Amended) A method for transferring at least ono of a 
media file and associated usage rights data from a first user unit to a second user unit, 
wherein the first use unit and second user unit each has a storage unit, an input buffer 
and an output buffer a nd wherein the media file includes at least one component of 
image data, audio data, and video data , comprising the steps of: 

coupling at lea st one of the first user unit and second user unit over a 
communications network to a central interface unit : 

identifying the at loast ono of a media file by [[a]] the central interface unit 
whoroin tho mod i a fi l o i ncludoo at l e ast ono component of imag o data, audio data, and 
vid e o data ; 

transf o rring tho at l oaot on o of tho m o dia filo and tho associatod usage rights 
data diroctly from tho firot uoor unit to tho second user unit v i a a communication link 
botw oo n tho first and second uoor units ; 

transferring the media file to be transferred from the storage unit of the first user 
unit, a transferring user unit, to the associated output buffer: 

transferring the media file to be transferred from the output buffer of the 
transferrin g user unit to the input buffer of the second user unit, a receiving user unit : 

limiting access by the first user unit to the media file and its associated usage 
rights data : 

providing access to the second user unit to the media file and its associated 
usage rights data : 

coupling at loast ono of th e first and second us e r units ovor a communications 
n e twork to tho control interfac e un i t ; 
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logging, at the central interface unit, the transfer of at l ea s t ono -of the media file 
and its associated usage rights data to the second user unit; 

generating an acknowledgment receipt by the second user unit after receipt of 
the media file and its associated usage rights data : [[and]] 

transferring the acknowledgment receipt from the second user unit to the first 
user unit after the media file and its associated usaoe rights data is transferred from the 
first user unit to the second user unit; 

integrating a media file histor y log into each media file that identifies at least one 
of previous owners and transfers of the media file: and 

synchronizing th e media file history loo with the looped transfers stored within the 
central interface unit. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method for transferring at loast ono of a 
media file and associated usage rights data from a first user unit to a second user unit 
wherein the first user u nit and second user unit each has a storage unit, an input buffer 
and an ou tput buffer and wherein the media file includes at least one component of 
image data, audio data, and video data , comprising the steps of: 

coupling at le ast one of the first user unit and second user unit over a 
communications network to the central interface unit: 

identifying the at least one of the media file by a central interface unit , wheroin 
th e at loast ono of a media f i lo includes at l e ast on o componont of imago data, audio 
data, and vid o o data; 

coupl i ng at loaot ono of th o f i rst and socond us e r units over a communications 
n e twork to th e central interfac e un i t ; 

transf e rr i ng at l e ast on o of tho modia fi l o and tho assoc i atod usago rights data 
from tho first usor un i t to control i nterface unit and th o n to tho s o cond user unit; 

transferring the media file to be transferred and the associated usage rights data 
from the storage unit of the first user unit, a transferring user unit, to the associated 
output buffer: 

transferring the media file to be transferred and the associated usaoe rights data 
from the o utput buffer of the transferring user unit to the central interface unit: 
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logging, at the central interface unit, the transfer, wherein the second unit 
retrieves e ither the media file or the associated usage rights data, directly from the 
central interface unit: 

integrating a hi story log into each media file that identifies at least one of 
previous owners and transfers of the media file: and 

synchronizing t he media file history loo with the logged transfers stored within the 
central interface unit. 

transferring the media file to be transferred and the associated usage rights data 
from the central interface unit to the input buffer of the second user unit, a receiving 
user unit : 

limiting access by the first user unit to the media file and the associated usage 
rights data : 

providing access to the second user unit to the media file and the associated 
usage rights data : 

logging, at the control int e rface unit, tho transfer, whoroin tho oooond unit 
retrieves oithor th o media fi l o or tho asoooiated uoago r i ghto data, directly from tho 
control interface unit; 

generating an acknowledgment receipt by the second user unit after receipt of 
the media file and the associated usage rights data : and 

transferring the acknowledgment receipt from the second user unit to the first 
user unit after the media file and the associated usage rights data is transferred from 
the first user unit to the central interface unit and then to the second user unit. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21, wherein the second 
user unit has a second media file with associated usage rights data, the method further 
comprising the steps of: 

transferring at l e ast ono of the second media file and its associated usage rights 
data from the second user unit to the first user unit; 

limiting access by the second user unit to the second media file; 

providing access to the first user unit to the second media file; 
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wherein the logging step further comprises the step of logging the transfer of at 
l e ast ono of the second media file and its associated usage rights data from the second 
user unit to the first user unit. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the transfer of 
at le ast on o of t he first media file and its associated usage rights data to the second 
user unit is part of a swap transaction conditioned upon the transfer of at least ono of 
the second media file and its associated usage rights data to the first user unit. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein the second 
user unit transfers more than one media file to the first unit as part of a swap 
transaction. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24, further comprising the 
step of generating a dummy media file substituting at loast ono of for the second media 
file and its associated usage rights data to satisfy the swap transaction conditions. 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21, wherein the 
logging step additionally comprises at least one of: 

updating a transfer log associated with the transferring user unit to reflect the 
removal of the media file; and 

updating a transfer log associated with the receiving user unit to reflect the 
addition of the transferred media file. 

29. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21, further 
comprising the steps of: 

polling a digital rights management system within the central interface unit by 
either the transferring user unit or the receiving user unit : and 
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receiving a command or message from the digital rights management system by 
tho transforring uo o r unit to limit access by tho transferring uoor unit to the transferred 
media file. 

30. (Canceled) 

31. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 29, further 
comprising the step of preventing access to a transferred media file by a rocoiving uoor 
if the digital rights management system has associated the transferred media file with a 
third user unit. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21, further 
comprising the step of cryptographically associating each transferred digital media file 
with a receiving user unit. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21, further 
comprising the step of transferring the transferred media file from the receiving user unit 
back to the transferring unit if the transfer is not ratified. 

34. (Canceled) 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21, further 
comprising the step of determining whether the media file is transferred with one or 
more usage restrictions. 

36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21, further 
comprising the step of transferring the transferred media file from the receiving user unit 
back to the transferring user unit after a predetermined usage restriction condition 
associated with the transferred media file has been met. 
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37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21, further 
comprising the step of transferring the transferred media file from the receiving user unit 
back to the transferring user unit after a predetermined amount of time has expired, or 
after the receiving user unit has accessed the transferred media file greater than or 
equal to a predetermined number of occurrences, or if the transfer has not been ratified 
by the central interface unit, or if the transfer is subsequently cancelled, or if the transfer 
is not successful. 

38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[27]] 21, further 
comprising the step of periodically communicating, by the central interface unit, with 
individual user units, to synchronize at least one of the media files and the associated 
usage rights data, if any, stored within each user unit with one or more databases within 
the central interface unit. 

39. (Canceled) 

40. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodied on a 
non-transitorv computer readable medium loaded into a memory and executed by a 
proc e ssor microprocessor , comprising: 

computer code portions for coupling at least one of the first and second user 
units over a communications network to a central interface unit : 

computer code portions for transferring at loast ono of a media file [[or]] and 
associated usage rights data from a first user unit to a second user unit wherein the first 
user unit a nd second user unit each has a storage unit, an input buffer and an output 
buffer and wherein the media file is identifiable by [[a]] the central interface unit and 
includes at least one component of image data, audio data, and video data; 

computer code portions for transferring at least ono of the media file and the 
associated usage rights data from the storage unit of the first user unit , a transferring 
user unit, t o the associated output buffer to the input buffer of t he second user unit^a 
receiving user unit over a communication link between the first and second user units; 

computer code portions for limiting access by the first user unit to the media file; 
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computer code portions for providing access to the second user unit to the media 

file; 

computor codo port i ono for coupl i ng at loaot ono of tho first and sooond us o r 
units ovor a commun i cations notwork to tho control i nterface unit ; 

computer code portions for logging, at the central interface unit, the transfer of 
the media file to the second user unit; 

computer code portions for i ntegrating a history log into each media file that 
identifies a t least one of previous owners and transfers of the media file: 

computer code portions for synchronizing the media file history log with the 
logged transfers stored within the central interface unit: 

computer code portions for generating an acknowledgment receipt by the second 
user unit after receipt of the media file; and 

computer code portions for transferring the acknowledgment receipt from the 
second user unit to the first user unit after the media file is transferred from the first user 
unit to the second user unit. 

41.-42. (Canceled) 
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